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Explanation of general format

PERSONAL PRONOUNS are capitalized when pertaining to Deity.

BRACKETS [ ] are used in this commentary in the Bible text to indicate
words which are not found in the original Hebrew, Aramaic, or Greek but
implied by it.

SHARP BRACKETS < > are used in this commentary in the Bible text to
indicate words possibly not in the original writings.

When ASTERISKS * are used in New Testament quotations, it is to mark
verbs that are historical presents in the Greek which have been translated
with an English past tense in order to conform to modern usage. The trans-
lators recognized that in some contexts the present tense seems more unex-
pected and unjustified to the English reader than a past tense would have
been. But Greek authors frequently used the present tense for the sake of
heightened vividness, thereby transporting their readers in imagination to
the actual scene at the time of occurrence. However, the translators felt that
it would be wise to change these historical presents to English past tenses.

ALL CAPS in the New Testament quotations are used in the text to indicate
Old Testament quotations or obvious references to Old Testament texts.
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The book of Joshua

Introduction

The book of Joshua connects historically directly to book of Deuteronomy.
In Hebrew, this book begins with the word “and”, making it clear that his-
tory goes on. The history of this book covers a period of about thirty years.
Joshua dies when he is one hundred and ten years old (Jos 24:29). He is
about eighty years old at the beginning of the book.

The book of Deuteronomy closes with the death of Moses and that is where
this book begins. Moses has died and Joshua succeeds him. Someone aptly
said: “God does bury His workers, but His work continues.” Joshua does
not succeed Moses to lead the people further through the wilderness. He
becomes the leader of the people to bring them into the land.

Moses and Joshua are both a picture of the Lord Jesus. Moses is a picture
of the Lord Jesus as Servant of God on earth Who went His way through
the terrestrial wilderness. As such He is in our time the leader of God’s
people on their way to glory. Those who believe follow in His steps as long
as they are in the earth: “For you have been called for this purpose, since
Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to follow in
His steps” (1Pet 2:21).

The wilderness speaks of the earthly circumstances we have to go through
and in which the Lord Jesus has preceded us. He shows us that way as
those saved from the world by the blood of the Lamb, of which Egypt is a
picture.

Moses died, which speaks of the fact that the way of the Lord Jesus on
earth came to an end through His death. But the Lord Jesus did not remain
in death. He is risen, “having been put to death in the flesh, but made alive
in the spirit” (1Pet 3:18b). And Joshua is a picture of that. The Lord Jesus is
glorified by God at His right hand. He is now in heaven.

Joshua, however, is not a picture of Christ glorified in heaven, but of the
Lord Jesus Who is in us through and in the Holy Spirit and stays with us.
Christ came to us in the Spirit (Jn 14:16-18). He leads us who are now His
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The book of Joshua

people through His Spirit into the territory of which the land of Canaan
speaks of for us: the heavenly places. This is the heavenly atmosphere
where, while we are still on earth, we are connected with Him and where
we may enjoy all that God has given us on the basis of His work.

The first part of the book describes the struggle that the people of Israel
must fight to conquer and take possession of the land of Canaan. In the
second part, it is mentioned how the land is divided among the tribes.

The Christian also has a struggle to fight, but that is a spiritual struggle.
He has also received blessings to enjoy. In the New Testament, in the letter
to the Ephesians, we can read about this. The Christian is blessed “with
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly [places] in Christ” (Eph 1:3). The
devil and his angels want to try to prevent the Christian from also enjoying
those blessings. That gives rise to struggle. At the end of the letter to the
Ephesians is spoken about that struggle and how victory can be achieved
(Eph 6:10-20).

Canaan is not a picture of heaven, where the Christian goes after his death.
Heaven cannot be conquered by one’s own struggle. We can only enter
heaven by faith in the Lord Jesus.

In this book the struggle is depicted in all kinds of histories. Therein are
important spiritual lessons for us. The most important lesson is that Joshua
is the leader. Joshua is the Hebrew name for Jesus. In our spiritual struggle
we must pay attention to our Leader, the Lord Jesus, “the author and per-
fecter of faith” (Heb 12:2).

The events described in the book of Joshua are all meant for us: “These
things happened as examples for us” (1Cor 10:6). It can be compared to the
book of Acts, which is also a book of the beginning. We also see the future
of Israel in this book, when all God’s plans are fulfilled and the enemies
are completely expelled.

The Training of Joshua

Joshua was bornin slavery in Egypt. His parents gave him the name Hoshea,
which means ‘salvation’. In so doing they have shown faith in God’s prom-
ise of the delivery of His people. Moses has changed his name. He calls
“Hoshea the son of Nun, Joshua” (Num 13:16b). Joshua means ‘the LORD
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The book of Joshua

saves’. Joshua belongs to the tribe of Ephraim and is the firstborn son of
Nun (1Chr 7:20,27). That he is the firstborn son and still alive means that
he owes his life to the hiding behind the blood of the lamb (Exo 12:12-13).

The first mention of Joshua is linked to fight (Exo 17:9-10a). This is the first
aspect in his training and formation to the leadership he takes over from
Moses. Amalek is the opponent and is a picture of the flesh that wants to
thwart us from the beginning of our journey to the promised land.

Just as David'’s first action is characteristic of his further career — the killing
of Goliath — so it is with the first mention of Joshua as leader in the fight
against Amalek. The final victory is certain, but he must fight for it. Faith
supports him in this. Through the vicissitudes of the fight, he learns to be
dependent on Moses on the mountain, that is, on God, and through depen-
dence he achieves victory (Exo 17:10b-13).

The second time Joshua is mentioned is when he goes up the mountain
with Moses, who is going to meet God and receives the law from Him: “So
Moses arose with Joshua his servant, and Moses went up to the mountain
of God” (Exo 24:13). Nobody is allowed to touch the mountain, but Joshua
is allowed to go along with Moses. Here we see Joshua close to God, in
His presence. That aspect is also important for the forming of this young
servant. The warrior from below is connected with the glory on high. Fel-
lowship with God increases the knowledge of the thoughts of God.

The third time we hear about Joshua when he descends from the mountain
together with Moses. The sin with the golden calf has taken place. Josh-
ua hears the sound and draws the wrong conclusion: “Now when Joshua
heard the sound of the people as they shouted, he said to Moses, “There is

”r

a sound of war in the camp”” (Exo 32:17). His ear is not yet as exercised as

that of Moses who knows how to correctly interpret the sound.

Joshua learns to see what really happened in the camp. That's why we
find him with Moses in the tent that Moses pitched outside the camp: “His
servant Joshua, the son of Nun, a young man, would not depart from the
tent” (Exo 33:11b). With Moses he takes a place of separation from the
people and to God.

Taking a place of separation is no guarantee that no new mistakes will be
made. Joshua stands up for Moses — or is it more for himself? — when two
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The book of Joshua

men do not respond to the call of Moses to come to the tent of meeting.
Those two men stay in the camp and prophesy there. In Moses’ reaction
we notice the special, spiritual mindset of this man of God: “But Moses
said to him, “Are you jealous for my sake? Would that all the LORD’s
people were prophets, that the LORD would put His Spirit upon them!””
(Num 11:29; cf. Mk 9:38-39).

A sixth occasion where we meet Joshua is in the account he gives of his
spying out of the land: “Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the son of Je-
phunneh, of those who had spied out the land, tore their clothes; and they
spoke to all the congregation of the sons of Israel, saying, “The land which
we passed through to spy out is an exceedingly good land”” (Num 14:6-7).
Here we see that Joshua knows the land and so knows where he will lead
the people. He has been there and bears witness to it. He has learned to
appreciate it and knows the power of God to put the people in possession
of it.

Joshua, the new leader of the people

Then comes the moment when Moses fails and as punishment is not al-
lowed to enter the land. He must appoint Joshua as his successor. But the
real reason that God is angry with Moses is with the people: “The LORD
was angry with me also on your account, saying, ‘Not even you shall enter
there. Joshua the son of Nun, who stands before you, he shall enter there;
encourage him, for he will cause Israel to inherit it” (Deu 1:37-38).

This is how it happened to the Lord Jesus. God is angry with Him — in the
three hours of darkness on the cross — because of our sins, these are the sins
of all who believe in Him. He has gone into death. But He also rose from
the dead and now leads us through His Spirit.

Moses must appoint Joshua as a man in whom the Spirit works: “So the
LORD said to Moses, “Take Joshua the son of Nun, a man in whom is the
Spirit, and lay your hand on him”” (Num 27:18). Moses must lay his hand
on him, which indicates identification. Joshua must also stand before Elea-
zar the priest (Num 27:19). The service of Joshua is inseparable from that
of Eleazar. Moses never spoke about Aaron in this way. Eleazar is high
priest in the land.
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The book of Joshua

The Lord Jesus is our High Priest in heaven. In order to enter the heavenly
land, we depend on His work as High Priest. The Spirit of the Lord Jesus is
in us and the Lord Jesus is as High Priest for us in heaven. Joshua gets from
the glory of Moses. Christ, as He was on earth, and Christ in the Spirit, is
the same Person: “Now the Lord is the Spirit” (2Cor 3:17a).

Moses and Joshua are two persons, but represent to us the one Christ. In
Deuteronomy 31 Moses encourages Joshua with words that also occur in
Joshua 1, but from the mouth of the LORD Himself (Deu 31:7; Jos 1:6). In
Deuteronomy 34 we hear from Joshua the fulfillment of what God has said
in connection with the death of Moses (Deu 34:9).

As to our wilderness journey we always have the Lord Jesus as Guide be-
fore our eyes in the mind described in Philippians 2 (Phil 2:5-8). But when
it comes to going into the land, we are dealing with the Lord Jesus in the
Spirit. He comes to us in the Spirit (Jn 14:18) to direct our eyes to the Lord
Jesus in glory. So we see Him in Philippians 3 (Phil 3:12-14,20-21).

A Division of the book

The passage through the Jordan (Joshua 1-5).
The conquest of the land (Joshua 6-12).
The division of the land (Joshua 13-21).

Return of the two and a half tribes to the wilderness side of the Jor-
dan (Joshua 22).

5. Farewell speech of Joshua and his death (Joshua 23-24).

Ll .
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Joshua 1

Introduction

Joshua takes the place of Moses. Moses, the lawgiver, does not bring the
people into the land. For this great task Joshua is encouraged by the LORD,
Who says: “I will be with you” (verses 5,9). Joshua hears three times: “Be
strong and courageous” (verses 6,7,9). If we want to take possession of our
blessings, the Lord Jesus says to us: “I am with you always” (Mt 28:20).

But first the Israelites must stay with the Jordan for three days. The Jordan
is the river of death and depicts the death and resurrection of the Lord
Jesus. Israel has to cross the Jordan to enter the land. This is how it must
become clear to us that it was only through the death and resurrection of
the Lord Jesus that we gained access to the blessings of the land.

Verses 1-4 | The LORD Pledges the Land to Joshua

1 Now it came about after the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, that the
LORD spoke to Joshua the son of Nun, Moses’ servant, saying, 2 “Moses My
servant is dead; now therefore arise, cross this Jordan, you and all this people,
to the land which I am giving to them, to the sons of Israel. 3 Every place on
which the sole of your foot treads, I have given it to you, just as I spoke to Mo-
ses. 4 From the wilderness and this Lebanon, even as far as the great river, the
river Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites, and as far as the Great Sea toward
the setting of the sun will be your territory.

Before the land can be entered, the death of Moses is necessary. It is not
God’s purpose that His people inherit the blessing in connection with Mo-
ses, i.e. on the basis of the law. The Christian is not given the blessing by
the law either. Receiving every blessing takes place on the basis of grace.
The awareness of this gives strength to follow the new Leader, the risen
and glorified Christ.

Yet after the death of Moses there is still a certain connection between Mo-
ses and Joshua. Joshua is here, after the death of Moses, also called “Moses’
servant”. The name of ‘Moses’ still appears around sixty times in the book
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Joshua 1

of Joshua. Moses retains his place, however, not as a living mediator, but
as the written Word of God.

The Spirit came from heaven as the Servant of the Lord Jesus on earth, after
the Lord Jesus went to heaven, that is to say after His glorification (Jn 7:39).
Everything He shows to God’s people on earth He takes of all that belongs
to the Lord Jesus to disclose it to us (Jn 16:14). The Holy Spirit takes the
place of a Servant. He wants to show us the fruits of the promised land. For
that He uses the written Word.

All that Moses commanded in the Name of God are clear words from
God. Joshua represents the strength the people have at their disposal to
take possession of what has been promised. The believer possesses God’s
Word. The Holy Spirit gives the believer the power to enter the heavenly
blessings and take them into his possession.

Canaan is a picture of heaven. That is well known. But often people only
think that we enter into it when we leave this earthly life. If that were so,
we wouldn’t be able to have any profit of most of the book. How should
we think about the struggle? We are in a book of struggle that is necessary
to conquer the land. Without struggle no land. This can never apply to the
believer’s passing away, because when the believer passes away, there is
immediately rest. In case of unfaithfulness, the people can be driven out of
the land again, which is also impossible to say of a believer who has gone
to heaven — better: paradise — after he has fallen asleep.

The New Testament counterpart of the book of Joshua is the letter to the
Ephesians. It tells us that we are in the heavenly places in the Lord Jesus
and that through our connection with Him we share in everything that
is His part by virtue of His work on the cross. The land is the heavenly
atmosphere in which we already find ourselves and where we can enjoy
everything we have received in Christ. All the blessings we have received
are in connection with a heavenly Christ. We, the believers of the church,
are His body. We are already in heaven because we are in Him. But in the
book of Joshua it is about taking possession of what we already possess in
principle and to actually live in it.

The land is a gift from God to His people. He gives it to them, or rather
“have given it to you” (verse 3), for it is a counsel of God, and then it is cer-
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Joshua 1

tain. Then there is no question of what He is going to give, but of what He
has already given. What His people must do is to take possession of it. You
can know that you are rich by an inheritance you have received. Yet it is of
no use if you do not take possession of that inheritance and enjoy it. So it is
with our spiritual riches. They are our property, but in order to enjoy them
we must take possession of them by putting our foot on them (Deu 11:24).

The only way to enter the land is through the Jordan. The Jordan is, as said,
the river of death. But just as entering the land does not happen because
of the bodily death of the believer, so going through the Jordan does not
represent the bodily death of the believer. The Jordan represents the death
and resurrection of Christ. Through the death and resurrection of Christ,
the believer is now in the heavenly places. To actually enjoy the blessings
that are there, the believer must be aware that he died and rose with Christ
(Eph 2:4-6).

The land is vast. As it is presented here (verse 4), Israel never possessed it.
At the end of the book there is still a lot of land left. That also applies to
us. There is always new territory to take possession of. We “know in part”
(1Cor 13:9) and take possession in part. When, with the coming of the Lord
“the perfect comes” (1Cor 13:10), we will have a better understanding of
the extent of our blessings.

The borders of the land are formed by a “wilderness” in the south, the
great mountain “Lebanon” in the north, “the great river, the river Euphra-
tes” in the east and “the Great Sea” in the west. Between them live “the
Hittites”. They are one of the seven nations living in Canaan, and in them
all these nations are represented. They are the only ones mentioned here,
probably because they are the most fearsome enemies.

The borders indicate what lies outside the promised land and on which the
people should not therefore put their foot. These boundaries represent the
different characteristics of the world: the aridity of the wilderness, power
symbolized by a mountain, prosperity symbolized by a river and turbu-
lence and tribulations represented in the sea. The believer must be careful
not to cross these borders.

We are also weak in the fight. It is a great privilege to read and prayerfully
study God’s Word in order to take all these blessings into our hearts and
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to work them out in our lives. We can gratefully use comments in which
others tell us what they have discovered and enjoyed about blessings.

There is also another side. The enemy is not sitting still and wants to drive
us out of the land. We see this in the actions of the kings of Canaan. The
enemy is stirring when he whispers to us not to devote our time to Bible
study because there are other, more important things. Or he tries to seduce
us to sin. He will do everything to keep us away from being engaged with
the glorified Lord in heaven.

Fortunately, we are not at the mercy of the enemy. We have the true Josh-
ua, that is Christ through His Spirit, with us. If we sow to the Spirit, we will
reap the fruits of the land. That fruit is eternal life: “The one who sows to
the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life” (Gal 6:8b).

Verses 5-9 | Encouragement and Exhortation

5 No man will [be able] to stand before you all the days of your life. Just as |
have been with Moses, I will be with you; I will not fail you or forsake you.
6 Be strong and courageous, for you shall give this people possession of the
land which I swore to their fathers to give them. 7 Only be strong and very
courageous; be careful to do according to all the law which Moses My servant
commanded you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, so that you may
have success wherever you go. 8 This book of the law shall not depart from your
mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful
to do according to all that is written in it; for then you will make your way
prosperous, and then you will have success. 9 Have I not commanded you? Be
strong and courageous! Do not tremble or be dismayed, for the LORD your
God is with you wherever you go.”

God has promised to give His people the land. Nevertheless, every Israel-
ite must make an effort to conquer the land. God wants His people to make
an effort for it, while He gives the people the strength to fight. God takes
possession of the land by letting His people conquer it.

If we want to take possession of our blessings, we will meet resistance. On
the territory where our blessings are, there are also enemies who want to
prevent us from taking possession of our blessings. Everywhere we want
to put our foot on, an enemy will appear. Therefore the encouragement
that the Lord Himself is with us sounds (Deu 31:8).
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Although Joshua is a courageous man, he is still encouraged. He has to
deal with a powerful enemy that should not be underestimated. Encour-
agement comes to us, not to the Lord Jesus or the Spirit, but to us in whom
the Spirit dwells. He is with us with His Spirit on earth and He is our High
Priest in heaven.

He will not “fail” us. This means that He will not fail and will never dis-
appoint us. He will not “forsake” us. That is, He will never leave us alone.
This promise is of general application to the believers in view of the daily
walk and what is necessary for it: “For He Himself has said, “I will never
desert you, nor will I ever forsake you”” (Heb 13:5b).

He still gives another means of victory over the enemy and that is the
Word of God, represented in the law. We need to examen the Word to
know our blessings, but here it is about obeying the Word. If we don’t do
that, there is no strength to fight the enemy. There must be no opening in
our armor on which the enemy can point his arrow. We must reflect on the
Word, not to serve others in the first place, but to know for ourselves how
the Lord wants us to live.

Joshua has a responsible task. He is the leader of a great people. He can
only govern that people well if he also lets himself be governed well by the
authority that is above him. Therefore he must listen to God’s Word. Then
the commands and the justice from his mouth will guide the people on the
right path.

“Shall not depart from your mouth” means that we make God’s Word our
words and do not wish to express our own thoughts (Isa 8:20). This is only
possible if we find joy in the Word and meditate on it “day and night”
(Verse 8; Psa 1:2). Then “the Word of Christ” will “richly dwell” in us (Col
3:16a). Meditate on it is not reading a chapter or a verse in our quiet time
and carrying it with us all day as a kind of mascot. It is a complete rule
of the Word on our entire life, so that all our activities are governed by it.
Then we will be prosperous and achieve our goal.

When we meditate on God’s Word, we hear that God commands that we
shall be strong and courageous. We have no reason to fear if the almighty
God is with us. God has made His promise to give us the land. Then it is
an insult to Him if we start to doubt that.
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Verses 10-11 | Command to the Officers

10 Then Joshua commanded the officers of the people, saying, 11 “Pass through
the midst of the camp and command the people, saying, ‘Prepare provisions for
yourselves, for within three days you are to cross this Jordan, to go in to pos-
sess the land which the LORD your God is giving you, to possess it.

rr

Joshua obeys immediately. The people must prepare themselves for the
passage through the Jordan. With this message Joshua sends the officers to
the people. He does not give any indication about how the people will go
through the Jordan. He has seen how the LORD opened the Red Sea forty
years ago, and he trusts that the same will happen to the Jordan. Therefore
he says in full faith that within three days they will cross the Jordan.

He is, together with Caleb, the oldest of the people. But his faith and en-
thusiasm for the land have not diminished. After spying out the land, he
encouraged the people at the time to trust in the LORD - which they did
not do then. Just like then, he now speaks with certainty and passionately

to his much younger peers about crossing the Jordan to take possession of
the land.

The preparation should take three days. The period of ‘three days’ can of-
ten be linked to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. He rose up on the third
day, proving that He has conquered death. The crossing takes place on
that third day. The two preceding days are days of preparation.

In order to pass through, they have to prepare provisions, that is food for
the way. This food is not given by the officials. The people themselves
must take care of this. This speaks of the fact that we need to take spiritual
food in order to be able to start the crossing. It means here that we are
engaged in and reflect upon the meaning of the death and resurrection of
the Lord Jesus and our death and resurrection with Him, through which
we make it our own.

Verses 12-15 | The Two and a Half Tribes

12 To the Reubenites and to the Gadites and to the half-tribe of Manasseh,
Joshua said, 13 “Remember the word which Moses the servant of the LORD
commanded you, saying, “The LORD your God gives you rest and will give
you this land.” 14 Your wives, your little ones, and your cattle shall remain in
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the land which Moses gave you beyond the Jordan, but you shall cross before
your brothers in battle array, all your valiant warriors, and shall help them, 15
until the LORD gives your brothers rest, as [He gives] you, and they also pos-
sess the land which the LORD your God is giving them. Then you shall return
to your own land, and possess that which Moses the servant of the LORD gave
you beyond the Jordan toward the sunrise.”

After the journey through the wilderness, as the land approached, the peo-
ple, by God’s command, began to inherit the wilderness side of the Jordan.
The Reubenites, the Gadites and the half-tribe of Manasseh were satisfied
with this and said that they did not want to go into the land. However, this
is not in accordance with God’s purpose. The wilderness side of the Jordan
is not the promised land. It is not the land conquered by Joshua. It is not
the place of the testimony of the power of God’s Spirit.

The wilderness side of the Jordan is an area that represents blessings on
earth which we also receive thankfully from God’s hand, but not just to be
satisfied with them. Many Christians are content with the earthly bless-
ings, without having any idea of the true blessings of the Christian.

These tribes have been given permission to live in the wilderness side of
the Jordan on the condition that they go along to conquer the land. This
they promised (Num 32:31-33). Now they go with them into the land, even
in the front ranks. They will help to conquer the land, but when they have
done so, they will return to their inheritance.

It speaks of believers who sometimes fight for the blessings, but above all
enjoy the peace in their family and work, grateful for everything the Lord
has given them. Only the men go over, leaving behind their wives and
children. Spiritually speaking, they have never understood anything about
the death and resurrection of Christ. These tribes were later the first to be
led into the scattering.

The crossing of the Jordan of these two and a half tribes, represents in pic-
ture the Christian who believes in the fact of the death and resurrection of
Christ, but for whom this fact has no effect on the life of faith. Such Chris-
tians will fight against the rising unbelief and power of satan working in
the world without realizing, however, that the struggle is actually taking
place in the heavenly places.
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Verses 16-18 | The Willingness of the People

16 They answered Joshua, saying, “All that you have commanded us we will
do, and wherever you send us we will go. 17 Just as we obeyed Moses in all
things, so we will obey you,; only may the LORD your God be with you as He
was with Moses. 18 Anyone who rebels against your command and does not
obey your words in all that you command him, shall be put to death; only be
strong and courageous.”

It seems that what is said here is said by the whole people and not just by
the two and a half tribes. They all warmly acknowledge Joshua's leader-
ship as the successor to Moses and express their unconditional obedience
to him. They will do without objection what he asks of them and go where
he wants them to go. All the people wish Joshua that the LORD his God be
with him, as He was with Moses. With this they show that also for them
the strength for the fight lies with the LORD.

Recognizing leadership is also important in the church (1Thes 5:12-13a).
It is not about recognizing people-appointed leaders. God’s Word doesn’t
know such leaders (cf. Gal 1:1). God gives leaders formed by Himself.

There is no attempt by the two and a half tribes to evade their earlier prom-
ise, made to Moses. They speak good, honest and worthy words. It shows
pride if we look down on them because they are only there to fight for the
land and not for its possession. The question is whether we are fighting
to take possession of the land. Although they are not an example to us in
sharing God’s desires, they are a good example in fight.
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Introduction

Before the crossing takes place, we meet Rahab in this chapter. The New
Testament speaks about the “faith” of “Rahab the harlot” and about the
“works” of “Rahab the harlot”:

“By faith Rahab the harlot did not perish along with those who were dis-
obedient, after she had welcomed the spies in peace” (Heb 11:31).

“In the same way, was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works when
she received the messengers and sent them out by another way?” (Jam
2:25).

Rahab connects herself with the people of God even before they have
gained a victory. By her attitude she gives up her connection with Jericho.
She believes that the judgment comes on the city. But she also believes in
the mercy of God. Her request to save her whole family from judgment
was met.

We need this kind of faith to enjoy the blessings God has given us. On the
one hand we belong to the church of God and on the other hand we sep-
arate from the world which is under judgment. To make this true, it must
be a reality for us what Rahab says in verse 11b: “For the LORD your God,
He is God in heaven above and on earth beneath.”

Besides the practical application for us, in the history of Rahab there is also
an application for the future for the people of Israel. The same can be done
with the book of Acts, in which the origin and the first years of the church
are described. Before the people enter the land, God shows us in Rahab
that He thinks also of the Gentiles to enter into His people.

When God’s people are about to take possession of the blessing, this his-
tory shows that God also opens up this blessing to the Gentiles. Rahab
belongs to “the Gentiles in the flesh” who have no right to or share in
anything (Eph 2:11-12), but to whom the blessing of God comes as well
as to His earthly people. And among these Gentiles she takes a place that
is abhorrent: that of a harlot. In her incorporation into the people of God,
God’s grace shines in a great way.
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In the passage through the Red Sea we don’t see a figure like Rahab, be-
cause after that journey the people enter the wilderness. The wilderness
is not part of God’s counsels. When God speaks to Moses from the bush
about His plan to lead the people out of Egypt and bring them to the prom-
ised land, He does not speak about the wilderness either (Exo 3:4,8).

The land is the land of blessing. The people are on the verge of entering
into the counsels of God, which contain only blessings. And when it comes
to blessing, God involves the Gentiles and they may participate in it. It is as
with the law and grace. The law is given to one people: Israel. Grace is not
limited to one people, but goes further: to all people. Thus, all people can
participate in God’s blessing if they have a faith like that of Rahab.

When Israel will be in the land in the future, after it has been converted,
there will also be a great mass of nations sharing in the blessing. The nations
will be given a share in these blessings through the messengers which the
Lord will send out (Mt 25:31-40). The beginning of the church also shows
that the nations are given access to the blessing (Acts 8:26-39; 10:44-48).

The first application is that God in the present Christian time gathers His
people from all nations to connect them with the glorified Head, Christ, in
heaven. The church, the body of Christ, is not only connected with Him,
but made one with Him in heaven. That is why we have our place there.

In the book of Acts the first Gentiles of whom we read that they come to
faith are those with a high social position. We read about a eunuch who
is the treasurer, or minister of finance, of the queen of Ethiopia (Acts 8:27)
and about a Roman centurion (Acts 10:1). But here a harlot is presented to
us. So she is mentioned twice in the New Testament (Heb 11:31; Jam 2:25).
That she is taken up in God’s people shows God’s special grace. That grace
shines all the more when we notice that she even becomes the ancestor of
the Lord Jesus (Mt 1:5).

Verses 1-7 | The Spies with Rahab

1 Then Joshua the son of Nun sent two men as spies secretly from Shittim,
saying, “Go, view the land, especially Jericho.” So they went and came into the
house of a harlot whose name was Rahab, and lodged there. 2 It was told the
king of Jericho, saying, “Behold, men from the sons of Israel have come here
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tonight to search out the land.” 3 And the king of Jericho sent [word] to Rahab,
saying, “Bring out the men who have come to you, who have entered your
house, for they have come to search out all the land.” 4 But the woman had tak-
en the two men and hidden them, and she said, “Yes, the men came to me, but I
did not know where they were from. 5 It came about when [it was time] to shut
the gate at dark, that the men went out; I do not know where the men went.
Pursue them quickly, for you will overtake them.” 6 But she had brought them
up to the roof and hidden them in the stalks of flax which she had laid in order
on the roof. 7 So the men pursued them on the road to the Jordan to the fords;
and as soon as those who were pursuing them had gone out, they shut the gate.

Joshua sends two spies. This is not necessary to decide on a possible entry
into the land. That decision has already been made (Jos 1:11). So why is it
necessary? And does not the LORD himself go out before them? Viewing
the land is not like it happened from the wilderness before. There it was
because of the unbelief of the people. Here it is because God wants to show
us that He wants to engage His own as His instruments and that our re-
sponsibility remains fully intact. We have to look at the situation we have
to face in order to act with understanding and dependence on Him.

By viewing the land, it is revealed that the hearts of the inhabitants of the
land have melted (verse 11). To know this will encourage Israel. It is also
God’s purpose to save Rahab and her family. He has started a work in her
heart. The spies are used by Him to complete that work.

The land and Jericho must be spied out. Jericho is the door to the land and
must be conquered before the land can be taken. Jericho is a picture of the
world. It presents the world as the system through which satan wants to
hinder us to take possession of our spiritual inheritance. The world exerts
great attraction on us. As long as that is the case, we are weak. We must
therefore first condemn it in our hearts, so that we are free from any bond-
age to the world.

The spies have to spy out the land. Does that mean that we also have to
examine the world first, because only then do we know what to turn away
from? No. In the way God sends the spies, we see how these two men are
doing. In this way we learn the lesson of spying out the world.

28



Joshua 2

The two men enter the land to spy out the power of the enemy. But they
don’t get to see that power. Instead they met the power of God in Jericho
in Rahab. God leads the spies straight to Rahab’s house. They did not go
far into town. Maybe they entered the first house they can enter. And that’s
all. They have been only in the house of Rahab. There they saw the work of
God in the heart and life of Rahab. God is able to do such a powerful work
in that city and in the heart of such a woman. In this way they come into
contact with God’s work in power and testimony.

This action of God teaches us that, to see the real character of the world, we
must look at the cross. In rejecting the Son of God when He is in goodness
on earth, we see the true nature of the world. There we also see God’s judg-
ment of the world. There is no longer any connection between Him and the
world. Whoever sees this, gives up the world (Gal 6:14). This can only be
realized by people in whom God has worked the new life. A huge change
can be seen in them. First there is love for the world and God’s people are
hated. Now there is love for God’s people and the world is hated. That is
the power of the gospel. That power the spies in Rahab. That is why they
do not have to go further into the land.

Forty years earlier, twelve other Israelites have spied out the whole land.
Ten of them returned in unbelief and “gave out to the sons of Israel a bad
report of the land which they had spied out” (Num 13:32-33). So we have
to spy out in the right way and that is: see what God does in lives. That
convinces. A God Who is so powerful that He can change people so com-
pletely, is also powerful to give the whole land.

It is mentioned of Rahab that “she had welcomed the spies in peace” (Heb
11:31). That is diametrically opposed to the intentions of the king of Jeri-
cho. He is looking for the spies to kill them. The kings of Canaan, includ-
ing those of Jericho, are a picture of the demons. They hate God and His
ambassadors.

Rahab lies about the spies. That is her old nature. We should not put this in
a good light. God does not bring anyone in circumstances to sin (Jam 1:13).
But we should not condemn her too harshly either. What would we do in
a situation that involves life or death for others and ourselves? And have
men of God like Abraham and David not lied in threatening situations
(Gen 12:11-13; 1Sam 21:2) for more selfish motives than Rahab?
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With all understanding for the behavior of Rahab it must be clear to us that
lying does not belong to the new man, but to the old man (Eph 4:20-25).
We are still in danger of showing the works of the old man. What Rahab
does is part of the works of Canaan. If she had spoken the truth, God could
have somehow prevented her and the spies from being harmed (Gen 19:11;
Jer 36:26).

God allows Rahab to lie. He doesn’t depend on her lie to save the spies. For
the men it is clear which side Rahab is on. At the risk of her own life, she
has taken them in. When the soldiers come to catch them, she warns them
and hides them. This act is her creed.

Rahab hides the spies because she knows these men are her only hope for
salvation to escape the upcoming judgment. Her liberation depends on
their hiding. She not only believes in the God of Israel, but here she makes
herself one with the Israel of God. She makes herself one with them, while
the people still own nothing but God.

Rahab hides the spies under stalks of flax. This has a beautiful spiritual
meaning. Flax is the raw material for linen. Linen speaks of the righteous
deeds of the believers (Rev 19:8). The fact that Rahab has flax at her dis-
posal and does a good job with it, indicates in the spiritual application that
in her debauched life a reversal has already taken place earlier. She has
been diligent in the good (Pro 31:13). By doing so, she has in her house
means with which she can protect the spies against the murderousness of
the enemy.

Verses 8-11 | Testimony of Rahab

8 Now before they lay down, she came up to them on the roof, 9 and said to the
men, “I know that the LORD has given you the land, and that the terror of
you has fallen on us, and that all the inhabitants of the land have melted away
before you. 10 For we have heard how the LORD dried up the water of the Red
Sea before you when you came out of EQypt, and what you did to the two kings
of the Amorites who were beyond the Jordan, to Sihon and Og, whom you
utterly destroyed. 11 When we heard [it], our hearts melted and no courage
remained in any man any longer because of you; for the LORD your God, He
is God in heaven above and on earth beneath.
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By confessing “I know”, she gives testimony of her personal faith. It shows
a greater faith than the ten aforementioned spies. Furthermore, she speaks
a confession in the name of all the inhabitants of the land (verses 9b-11a).
She confesses that terror has fallen on all and that they all have melted
away. This is what Moses predicted when the people were passed through
the Red Sea: “No man will be able to stand before you; the LORD your
God will lay the dread of you and the fear of you on all the land on which
you set foot, as He has spoken to you” (Deu 11:25; cf. Exo 15:14-16).

The mere observation that their hearts have melted away because of what
God has done is not a confession of faith that frees them from judgment.
We also know from the demons that they believe “that God is one ... and
shudder” (Jam 2:19). This belief is not the saving faith as it is present in
Rahab personally. Demons are represented in the kings of Canaan. Their
faith, like that of the demons, is a belief in the power of God, while they
at the same time hate this God. The king of Jericho shows this because he
wants to kill the spies. He can only hate God.

Not all people who live in Canaan are a picture of the demons. Many are
only slaves of demonic powers. Such a person is also Rahab. For her is
hope, not for the demons. Rahab speaks in faith that the LORD has given
the land to His people. That brings no hatred in her heart, but trust. She
also believes in the LORD Himself and not as the God of any particular
people only, but as the God of heaven and earth (verse 11b). This confes-
sion is strongly reminiscent of what Moses told the Israelites and what he
wants them to take to heart: “Know therefore today, and take it to your
heart, that the LORD, He is God in heaven above and on the earth below;
there is no other” (Deu 4:39).

Verses 12-13 | Rahab Pleads for Her Family

12 Now therefore, please swear to me by the LORD, since I have dealt kindly
with you, that you also will deal kindly with my father’s household, and give
me a pledge of truth, 13 and spare my father and my mother and my brothers
and my sisters, with all who belong to them, and deliver our lives from death.”

Rahab doesn’t only ask for salvation for herself. Although she is not the
head of a family, she still asks for salvation for all of her family. That is
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her wish. She makes this known. She trusts in the goodness of God. It is
according to God’s thought to save families. That does not take away our
responsibility to tell them about it. Rahab must also go to her relatives to
tell them what is needed to be saved. We must go out to announce the only
way of salvation.

Caring for her family is proof that she has already broken with her harlot-
ry. For a harlot, family relationships established by God mean nothing, no
matter how much she herself may sometimes claim the opposite. When
there is a real conversion, we also notice a desire for broken family rela-
tionships to be restored.

There is no valid motive for God we could imagine why someone goes or
stays in prostitution. Nowhere in the Bible is there any mention of harlotry
with any respect or even understanding. It is always strongly condemned.
All sins are bad, but God describes fornication as a special sin (1Cor 6:18).
But also for a harlot there is grace. We see that in Rahab.

Verses 14-21 | The Rescue Plan

14 So the men said to her, “Our life for yours if you do not tell this business
of ours; and it shall come about when the LORD gives us the land that we will
deal kindly and faithfully with you.” 15 Then she let them down by a rope
through the window, for her house was on the city wall, so that she was living
on the wall. 16 She said to them, “Go to the hill country, so that the pursuers
will not happen upon you, and hide yourselves there for three days until the
pursuers return. Then afterward you may go on your way.” 17 The men said
to her, “We [shall be] free from this oath to you which you have made us swear,
18 unless, when we come into the land, you tie this cord of scarlet thread in the
window through which you let us down, and gather to yourself into the house
your father and your mother and your brothers and all your father’s household.
19 It shall come about that anyone who goes out of the doors of your house
into the street, his blood [shall be] on his own head, and we [shall be] free; but
anyone who is with you in the house, his blood [shall be] on our head if a hand
is [laid] on him. 20 But if you tell this business of ours, then we shall be free
from the oath which you have made us swear.” 21 She said, “According to your
words, so be it.” So she sent them away, and they departed; and she tied the
scarlet cord in the window.
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When Rahab has expressed her wish, she needs words of salvation. Those
words are spoken by the spies. She doesn’t have to perish along with the
people of Jericho. The means is offered to her. If she really wants to benefit
from it, then it is necessary that she believes the testimony of both spies
and does what they have said.

Rahab believes the testimony of the men. She also has the faith that her
testimony will be accepted by her family. When she tells her family that
there is salvation in her house, her family believes her. They come to her
house and are saved (Jos 6:22-23). Because they believe her words, they are
saved. How are we known; do they believe our testimony?

Long ago, two men, angels, also gave testimony of the judgment that
would come upon Sodom to a man who lived there: Lot. They warned
him of that judgment and asked him who else he had in his house. When
it came down to it, his sons-in-law would not come along. They did not
believe the testimony of Lot (Gen 19:14). The testimony of Lot is in stark
contrast to that of Rahab. This is because Lot is a believer, but does not live
according to that at all, while Rahab has radically broken with her old life
and puts herself on the side of God and the side of God’s people.

In the two spies who bear witness to salvation, we can see a picture of
the two Witnesses God has given us in our time: the Word and the Spirit.
God’s Word gives us the certainty of judgment and salvation. Rahab has
believed what the spies, the witnesses, have said. That is how she was
saved. Thus the faith in what God has said gives the certainty of salvation.

The second Witness is the Holy Spirit. The Word and the Spirit bear wit-
ness to a Man in heaven. This speaks of an accomplished work. The Lord
Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to testify of Him: “But when He, the Spirit of
truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on
His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will dis-
close to you what is to come. He will glorify Me, for He will take of Mine
and will disclose [it] to you” (Jn 16:13-14). If the enemy wants to attack us,
we may look on Him.

Rahab shows two works of faith, both mentioned in the New Testament.
The first work of faith is that she had “welcomed the spies in peace” (Heb
11:31). The second work of faith is that she “sent them out by another way”
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(Jam 2:25). In Hebrews 11:31 there is talk of her faith. In James 2:25 there is
talk of her works in welcoming the messengers, who she sends out by an-
other way. Both testimonies complement each other. Faith without works
is dead (Jam 2:17). Rahab proves her faith through her actions.

She lets the spies go in relying on their promise. James speaks of “messen-
gers”, although they are spies. But for Rahab they are men who have come
to her with a message from God. They speak words of salvation she needs.
She is convinced of the coming judgment, but does not yet know how she
can escape it. They told her.

The spies entered through the door, but to leave, Rahab sends them out-
side through another way, the window. She lets them go, but in the con-
fidence that they will come back. Rahab stays behind with a happy and
hopeful heart. She no longer lives by the door, but by the window: she is
looking forward to salvation. The window of Rahab is not directed to Jeri-
cho, but outward, to the people of God.

The name of Rahab appears in two remarkable lists of names in the New
Testament. First in Matthew 1, in the genealogy of the Lord Jesus (Mt 1:5).
She is one of the four women mentioned in that genealogy. The second list
of names is that of the witnesses of faith in Hebrews 11. In that list, only
two women are mentioned: Sarah and she (Heb 11:11,31). In this way she
is connected in a special way with the wife of Abraham.

Her mention in James 2 links her to Abraham whose work of faith is quot-
ed in the preceding verses (Jam 2:21-25). Both Abraham and she are quot-
ed by James to show how the present but invisible faith becomes visible
through one’s works. Saying you believe is not enough. The confession
of faith is only justified if there are works that come from your faith and
therefore provide proof that there is real faith present (Jam 2:26).

By the way, the acts of faith of either Rahab or Abraham are not directly
acts that are admired by the world. In the eyes of the world, Rahab is a
land traitor and Abraham a child murderer. That is why it is not the world
that determines what works of faith are, but God.

As soon as the spies have left, she hangs the cord out of the window (verse
21). She does not wait, as the spies have told her, until the people of God
enter the land (verse 18). She immediately bears witness to her faith. The
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cord means her salvation. In this way she is in contact with the people of
God. Her house is on the wall, on the outside. There she lets the spies leave
her house. The scarlet cord symbolizes the work of the Lord Jesus. Scarlet
is a red dye obtained from a specific type of worm. This is in connection
with a statement prophetically referring to the Lord Jesus on the cross:
“But I am a worm and not a man” (Psa 22:6).

Scarlet speaks not only of the suffering of the Lord Jesus, but also of His
kingdom. Kings go dressed in scarlet. He obtains His kingship through
suffering. It is remarkable that the Gospel that presents the Lord Jesus as
King, the Gospel according to Matthew, as the only one of the four Gospels
speaks of “a scarlet robe” that is mockingly put on Him (Mt 27:28).

The red color speaks of the blood. Not only the words of the spies, but also
the foundation of the shed blood gives the certainty of salvation. Rahab
and her family hide, as it were, behind the blood (cf. Exo 12:7,12-13).

Verses 22-24 | Return of the Spies

22 They departed and came to the hill country, and remained there for three
days until the pursuers returned. Now the pursuers had sought [them] all
along the road, but had not found [them]. 23 Then the two men returned and
came down from the hill country and crossed over and came to Joshua the son
of Nun, and they related to him all that had happened to them. 24 They said to
Joshua, “Surely the LORD has given all the land into our hands; moreover, all
the inhabitants of the land have melted away before us.”

The spies have been in the land for three days. The number three, which
occurs more often in the first chapters of Joshua, refers to the resurrection
of the Lord Jesus. He rose from the dead on the third day after His death
(Mt 16:21; 17:23; 20:19; Acts 10:40; 1Cor 15:3-4). To know the blessing of
the land, it is always important to remember the resurrection of the Lord
Jesus.

The testimony that the spies give to Joshua about the situation in the land
is the testimony that they have heard from Rahab’s mouth and seen in her
actions. In her they have seen what God does.
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Introduction

The ark occupies the central place here. The ark descends first into the
water of the Jordan. Thereby the water stays at a distance and the way is
free for the people. At a respectful distance, they pass by the ark, which
remains in the middle until all the people have safely crossed over.

Here we see a beautiful picture of the work of the Lord Jesus. He has
cleared the way to the blessings of the heavenly land by undergoing the
judgment — of which the water is a picture here (Psa 42:7) — for the church.
All who belong to the church look at Him with gratitude at a respectful
distance for He has turned away the judgment for them by undergoing the
judgment for them.

Going through the Jordan is an inadvertent reminder of passing through
the Red Sea. If we compare the two crossings, we see that there are some
differences. Both crossings are in their spiritual application a picture of the
death of the Lord Jesus, but both waters represent two different perspec-
tives of His death. What has happened to Israel at two different times in
their history, is different for us in the spiritual sense. At our conversion we
went, in picture, through both the Red Sea and the Jordan.

The Red Sea represents the death of the Lord Jesus by which we are freed
from the power of sin. The people of Israel come into the wilderness after
the Red Sea and that is what the world has become for us after our con-
version. The Jordan represents the death of the Lord Jesus by which we
entered the heavenly land. The land is a picture of the heavenly places,
where we are blessed “with very spiritual blessing” (Eph 1:3).

We are not, like Israel, leaving the wilderness behind us. They are pic-
tures. As long as we live on earth, we remain in the wilderness and also
in the heavenly places, but we are not at the same time in both territories.
For example, when we work hard and get tired, we experience life in the
wilderness. As well as when our (small) children give us a lot of work.
However, when we are busy with God’s Word and enjoy the Lord Jesus,
we experience what it is like to be in the heavenly places.
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There are even more differences between the passage through the Red Sea
and the passage through the Jordan. The passage through the Red Sea hap-
pens at night — the passage through the Jordan happens during the day.
The passage through the Red Sea is a run, with the enemy on the heels —
the passage through the Jordan happens in peace, in majesty, where the
people go to the enemy. The people go through the Red Sea between two
walls of water — when going through the Jordan, the water is kept at a great
distance, while in the middle only the ark is seen.

At the Red Sea, Moses says to the people: “The LORD will fight for you
while you keep silent” (Exo 14:14). God does everything. He defeats the
enemy from whom the people are fleeing. On the other bank they see that
God has freed them from the power of the enemy (Exo 14:30). Moses comes
first. With his staff he divides the water, so that the people can pass freely.

The truth of this is shown in the letter to the Romans. In that letter we see our
life as sinners in the world. There we are added to a dead Christ in baptism
(Rom 6:3), just as the people are added to Moses in the Red Sea (1Cor 10:1-2).
After our baptism we see the world as a wilderness, the land of death.

In the letter to the Romans we do not read anywhere that we are raised
with Christ. For this we have to go to the letter to the Colossians and the
letter to the Ephesians. In those letters we read about the death and resur-
rection of the Lord Jesus and His place in heaven now. That is what is rep-
resented to us in the Jordan. In our spiritual development the awareness
of this comes later. First we only have an eye for the needs of our sins. We
have the solution in Christ Who died for us.

Later we discover that we went with Him through the Jordan, that is to
say that we get an eye for all that God has given us through the death and
resurrection of the Lord Jesus because of our connection with Him. This
requires a quiet consultation of three days. The death and resurrection of
the Lord Jesus are enclosed in the number three (verse 2). It takes food
(Jos 1:11), exercises in our souls and hearts, to understand what the Jordan
means, and then enter the land.

The Red Sea is an exit (Exodus); the Jordan shows that the death of the
Lord Jesus is not only an exit, but also an entrance. The exit from the power
of death is great and gives joy. But God wants us to enter the land through
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the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus. As said, this truth is present-
ed to us in the letter to the Colossians and in the letter to the Ephesians.
We not only died with Christ (letter to the Romans), but also are raised up
with Him (letter to the Colossians) and put in Him in the heavenly places
(letter to the Ephesians).

The Red Sea says that we died with Christ. The Jordan says that we are also
raised with Him, but with the whole land still before us. Therefore we have
to keep seeking “the things above” (Col 3:1-2). The letter to the Ephesians
goes one step further and already sees us in possession of the land. The
struggle there is a defensive struggle which we see in the picture at the end
of the book Joshua.

The book of Joshua can be considered as the bridge between the letter
to the Colossians and the letter to the Ephesians. We are made alive and
seated in Christ in the heavenly places (Eph 1:3; 2:4-6). We are already in
heaven. That is our position. The book of Joshua shows us how we can
experience that position, how we can realize what we are. But then we
first need to know the meaning of the Jordan. Even after the Israelites have
gone through the Jordan, they do not conquer the land lightning fast. First
they stay three weeks before Jericho. Everything proceeds peacefully.

All these pictures want us to reflect on the question: What does the death
of the Lord Jesus mean? Not only has He taken away my sins, but He has
also acquired heaven for Himself and also for me. I will show my answer
in the practice of my life of faith. It makes clear what I have seen of this and
what significance I attach to it.

Verses 1-3 | Instructions for the Crossing

1 Then Joshua rose early in the morning; and he and all the sons of Israel set
out from Shittim and came to the Jordan, and they lodged there before they
crossed. 2 At the end of three days the officers went through the midst of the
camp; 3 and they commanded the people, saying, “When you see the ark of the
covenant of the LORD your God with the Levitical priests carrying it, then
you shall set out from your place and go after it.

Joshua rises early on that important day with that important event. As the
leader of the people, he must take the lead in everything. To rise early is
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a characteristic of him (Jos 6:12; 7:16; 8:10), as well as of other leaders of
God'’s people: Moses (Exo 24:4; 34:4), David (Psa 57:8; 119:147), Hezekiah
(2Chr 29:20). Above all, it is a characteristic of the superior Leader (Mk
1:35; cf. Isa 50:4).

When the moment for the crossing has actually come, the attention is first
turned to the ark: “When you see the ark of the covenant of the LORD
your God.” Everything is about the ark, which does everything; the people
must only follow. In Joshua 3-4 the eyes of the people are on this — the ark
is mentioned sixteen times in these two chapters. The people see the blue
of the garment that lies over the ark, the color of heaven.

Thus we can only learn what the blessings of the land mean when our eyes
are constantly on the Lord Jesus, the Son of God. ‘The ark of the LORD’ is
a picture the Lord Jesus as God, what is represented in the gold of the ark,
and as Man, what is represented in the wood of the ark. His Person stands
before us. God wants to glorify Him. That it is the ark of the “covenant”
reminds us of God’s promises.

It is also the ark of “the Lord of all the earth” (verse 11). That shows us that
the land belongs to Him. Therefore He can give it to whom He wants. To
this end He says after His resurrection: “All authority has been given to
Me in heaven and on earth” (Mt 28:18). The ark is also called “the ark of
the testimony” (Jos 4:16). This points to God’s testimony to us through His
Word - the law, the tablets in the ark. In this way, too, the ark is a picture
of the Lord Jesus: He speaks to us.

The ark is carried by the Levitical priests. Priests are used to approaching
God and being in His direct presence. They represent spiritual believers
who can show us this Person through their service. They carry the ark
on their shoulders and thus keep the ark high, so that we can see the ark
better.

Verses 4-6 | Distance Between the Ark and the People

4 However, there shall be between you and it a distance of about 2,000 cu-
bits by measure. Do not come near it, that you may know the way by which
you shall go, for you have not passed this way before.” 5 Then Joshua said to
the people, “Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow the LORD will do wonders
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among you.” 6 And Joshua spoke to the priests, saying, “Take up the ark of the
covenant and cross over ahead of the people.” So they took up the ark of the
covenant and went ahead of the people.

The ark goes first into the Jordan. This shows in picture that the Lord Jesus
first died. He died first and only then did we learn that we died with Him.
Because His death is unique, there is always a great distance between Him
and us. This is reflected in Joshua’s command that there must be a great
distance between the people and the ark.

We will always have to respect this distance, but we will also be willing
to respect it. He is and remains the “the firstborn among many brethren”
(Rom 8:29). The distance between Him and us cannot be bridged. It is pre-
sumptuous to try that. We must not lower Him to our level or think we are
in ourselves as He is.

The way the people must go is a way they have not gone before. The peo-
ple can only follow the ark on that path. If their eyes are on the ark, they
don’t have to fear. Thus there is for us a new and also a living way that
has been opened to us through the death of the Lord Jesus (Heb 10:20).
We may go this way with joy (Psa 66:6), without suffering the sorrows of
death, for He carried them for us. In His love He lets the waters of death
pass over Him in all their horror (Song 8:7; Psa 42:7). As a result, He takes
us by the hand and leads us on paths where we will see new blessings all
the time. We will see miracles.

To see these miracles, consecration is necessary. Otherwise, our gaze is not
pure, and we cannot see anything of the mighty work done by the Lord
Jesus, and the glorious consequences thereof we will not be able to enjoy.
Consecration is necessary to keep our eye on future events (1Thes 5:23).
Conversely, looking forward to all that the Lord Jesus has worked for us
will have a consecrating influence on our lives: “And everyone who has
this hope [fixed] on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure” (1Jn 3:3).

Verse 7 | Joshua Encouraged by the LORD

7 Now the LORD said to Joshua, “This day I will begin to exalt you in the
sight of all Israel, that they may know that just as I have been with Moses, I
will be with you.
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Exalting Joshua is also a picture of what happened to the Lord Jesus. What
happens to the ark and the people under Joshua’s leadership is of extraor-
dinary significance. After the liberation from Egypt and the forty-year
journey through the wilderness Joshua brings the people into the land!
And how? Through the Jordan, the water of death!

Has not the Lord Jesus become even greater for us now that He is in glory
than that we would know Him only as the Savior of our sins? Now we
do not only see what He has done away: our sins, but also what He has
acquired for us: heavenly blessings. The Holy Spirit has come to tell us of
this (Jn 16:13-15).

The glorification of the Lord Jesus by God at His right hand is the proof
that God is with Him, as He was with Him during His life on earth (Acts
10:38). He has glorified God on earth. Therefore God glorified Him in
heaven (Jn 13:31-32).

Verses 8-11 | The Ark Must Cross over Ahead

8 You shall, moreover, command the priests who are carrying the ark of the cov-
enant, saying, ‘When you come to the edge of the waters of the Jordan, you shall
stand [still] in the Jordan.”” 9 Then Joshua said to the sons of Israel, “Come
here, and hear the words of the LORD your God.” 10 Joshua said, “By this you
shall know that the living God is among you, and that He will assuredly dis-
possess from before you the Canaanite, the Hittite, the Hivite, the Perizzite, the
Girgashite, the Amorite, and the Jebusite. 11 Behold, the ark of the covenant of
the Lord of all the earth is crossing over ahead of you into the Jordan.

Joshua has to order the priests from the LORD what they have to do